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Name/Address of Property: 20 W. Kadtson Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202 B-3884 

Name/address of Owner: J5o«»cr« « Sommers, 824 P.»rk Avenue, Baltimore, MP 21202 

Telr phone: O O P 728-1400 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

14 Light Street, Baltimore, Ka£yland .£*££? Telephone: O O P 8 3 7~J 6 9 1 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

20 West Madison Street exemplifies the truly high style buildings to be found within 
the Kount Vernon Historic District; buildings that in fact epitomize their particular style. 
Buildings such as it blend with one another to create the significant architectural 
environment of the district. This structure is a large, detached Greek Revival townhouse 
built of masonry with a running bond brick facade, chemically cleaned and repointed. It 
is three stories high, three bays wide, with a high basement, shallow gable roof, slightly 
advanced central pavilion and a central portico. 

The basement has a marble face with one by one wood casement windows in each end bay with 
"a plain iron grill in front of each window. Marble steps with paneled raised cheeks lead 
up to the wooden portico resting on marble plinths. The portico consists of two fluted 
Tonic columns, two fluted pilasters, and a full entablature above. The doorway is a tripartite 
arrangement of sidelights on either side of double wood door with molded panels. Fluted 
engaged columnettes divided the doors from the sidelights which have a panel beneath them. 
A :-.nsom surmounts this doorway. 

The windows are all six over six double hung wood sashes with marble sills and lintels. 
All of them have one over one white aluminum storm windows, and they shorten at each higher 
story'. The first floor windows also have simple iron grills and simple marble moldings over 
the lintels. The eaves have been reworked in recent years, and now have an aluminum box 
cornice with an aluminum fescia belcw. The roof above contains three gabled dormers with one 
light by one light sliding wood sash windows. There are four interior chimneys, each with 
a chimney hood. On the third story there is an iron Fire escape which wraps around to the north 
wall. 

Between the building and the one on the east is a one story brick wall with a central 
- entrance and granite coping. The brick on the ecst facade is common bond with three hays 

of windows having six over six wood sashes, flat arches, marble sills and aluminum storm 
windows. The central bay on the first floor has a brick oriel window. 

The west wall of 20 West Kadison Street is three bays wide built of common bond brick. 
The basement has four small openings, two of which are well detailed cast iron coal chutes. 
In the center of this level is a bricked up opening. There are four stories of windows, 
detailed in the same manner as the south facade, except they have flat arch lintels. 

The north wall of this structure is built of common bond brick, and has one story, one bay 
brick addition on the eastern bay. ' It has asbestos siding, a shed roof, boarded basement 
window, and an unoriginal plain wood door. The floors above have six over six wood double hung 
windows with flat arches and stone sills. An iron fire escape extends down the bay from the 
third story. 
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•y^.c/tuUr^s ot Property: ?0 West K^dlson Street, Baltimore, Maryland ?1?0? 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There is a back: building two bays wide, two stories high, and two bays long. The windows 
«?;:e identical to those on the west wall, and there is a simple box cornice beneath a sh ;d 
roof and beneath the second story windows. On the north wall of the back building is a three 
bay addition, one story high. It has four small baseraent windows, all four by four wood 
casements with stone lintels, flat arches, and alumlnun storm windows. The rain windows are 
identical to the west facade, *nd the shed roof has a wood boxed cornice. 

The interior still retains its original rowhouse plan of rooms organized in a line 
parallel to a circulation axis, and the rooms have been converted into apartments with a 
variety of surface finishes applied daring recent years. 

The entrance hall is dominated by an oval, spiral staircase which has a bracketed, open 
strung face string. The turned newel Is highly molded, and the balsutera are molded ss well. 
The underside is paneled. The hall has much detailing: a baseboard, chair rail, and ornate 
brown inolding. The first floor doors to rooms have pilasters and a full entablature above. 
The doors themselves are paneled wood. Round arches open along the hall axis towards the 
rear of the hall, e^ch arch has paneled pilasters, architrave surround, and keystone in the 
r»rch. The hall also has an extrer̂ -ly ornate mirror roughly tvslve feet high. 

The apart ants themselves have most of their original details: natural wood floors, 
i chair rails, simple Greek Revival mantel, and architrave surrounds opening. There is 

10 c r original embellishment. 

now typical of the area which 
' tJn'r t, nr* y, KP1 ?5 r ! ° f f , C e S mt* ar-rtr„nts. In general, the building still 

. Pian' proportion, and details. A6 

a result, the building augments the special environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 
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Name/addrees. of Properly: _ J ° , W* ^ d l s o " Street, Baltimore, MP 21202 B-3884 

Name/address of Owner: Soffiers -nd_So;r,ers, 824 Park Avenue 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 Telephone: (3)01) 728-1400 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff, Da3serner_i Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

14 Light Street, Baltimore; Maryland 21202 Telephone: ( 3 0 1 ) 837-3G91 

STATEMENT OP SIGNIFICANCE 

The significance of 20 West Kadison Street lies in its architectural contribution 
to the environment of the Mount Vernon Historic District. 

The Mount Vernon Historic District is both a Baltimore City District and, in 
part, a National Register Historic Landmark District. Mount Vernon was the first 
Historic District in Baltimore City, designated in 19Ci/» and expanded five times to 
the current- boundaries, which have lieen certified \>y the Department of the Interior 
for purposes of the Historic I'reserval ion Tax Incentives. The ordinance treating 
the Mount Vernon Historic District also ea t ahl i shed the Baltimore City Commission 
for Historic and Architectural l'r<-ser vat i on to oversee all changes within the 
Diatict and to reconsnend other areas and buildings in the City for historic 
designation. The Historic District and the Commission were outgrowths of the Mount 
Vernon Urban Renewal flan, one of the City's earliest efforts to incorporate 
preservation and renovation of existing structures with new development. The 
current Historic District n.iu encompasses two Urban Renewal Areas: Mount Vernon and 
Kidtcwn-Belvedere. 

The Mount Vernon Historic District grew from the early 19th century through the 
early 20th century and retains structures—residential, commercial, end 
religious — from that time. The area was Baltimore's moat fashionable neighborhood 
and ss such includes some of the finest architecture in the City, built for wealthy 
residents, congregations, and institulions, and designed by architects of local and 
national renown. The greater portion of the district -..as once the estate of John 
Eager Howard, revolutionary war patriot and statesman. His mansion, Belvidere, was 
located at what is now the 10i)U block of North Calvert Street.The centerpiece of the 
district is the Washington Monument and Mount Vernon Place. The monument is the 
first formal monument creeled to roi..r.eir,ora t e George Washington and is one of the 
finest exsmples of monumental architecture in the country. It was erected from 1815 
to 1829 and designed by Kobeit Mills, one of the first American born and trained 
architect! in the country. The development of the Equares known as Mount Vernon 
Place and Washington Place, dates from the 1830's, when the land was subdivided by 
Howard's heirs, who then built some of the first houses. Prior to the construction 
of the monument and the development of the squares, brick working class houses were 
built on Tyson Street, Re.nl Street and North Howard Street, the earliest dating from 
1810. These buildings still exist, some are residences and others have been 
converted to antique shops. The houses on Hamilton Street date from 1820 and were 
designed by Robert Cary Long Sr.. the architect of the Peale Hu6eura and Davidge Hall. 

The area which is now I!*•« Historic District continued to develop. Baltimore's 
prominent and wealthy residents moved north to the rural area because the land 
around the harbor was rapidly Lommminp, industrialized and because the City was 
flooded with iirniii gr nnl s, who flock.-.I to Baltimoie In work in the newly established 
industries. Construction cont inu.'.l lo lake pi.ice in the 188U's and 1890's after the 
Howard estate had been sold. by the early 20lh century, Mount Royal Avenue and 
parts of Howard Street had been developed, completing the construction in the 
district. 

Re.nl


B-3884 
20 W. Madison Street 
Block 0516, Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 








